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On May 18-19, the parish officially 
launched the Every Drop Counts 
campaign. This campaign, with a goal 
of $400,000, will support a number 
of needed initiatives and ensure 
resources for ongoing facility support. 
Funds raised will:
• Support the parish portion of the 

school building roof replacement 
project, which is being co-funded 
by our partners at Holy Family 
Catholic Schools

• Allow for renovation of the Martin 
Hall tunnel to correct years of 
water damage (a case in which 
“every drop counts” negatively)

• Bolster the parish’s ongoing 
renovation fund to provide for 
future renovation projects

To date, over $205,000 has been 
committed to this effort, but there is 
still room to go toward our goal. And 
we hope that you will consider a gift 
to this campaign at any level to ensure 

the viability and vibrancy 
of our parish facilities for 
many, many years 
to come.

To support this 
campaign or to learn 
more about it, call the 
Parish Office at 
563-588-1433.

EVERY DROP COUNTS

Father Tom 
McDermott
dbq062@dbqarch.org

St. Joseph the Worker Church
Living the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a welcoming Catholic community by building faith together  

through worship, faith formation and service to each other, our community and the world.

FROM THE PASTOR

Among Jesus’ most challenging and 
at the same time consoling Pentecost 
promises is this: The Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send, will teach you everything and 
remind you of all that I told you. It is 
challenging because the Holy Spirit 
works through fallible sinners for much 
of this teaching and reminding. To 
some, what Pope St. John XXIII called 
the “signs of the times” are calling for 
new understandings or practices. To 
others those same signs are saying the 
“new” needed is a return to the roots 
of our faith. Teaching and reminding 
from the past can look like both fear 
to go forward or an anchor to hold us 
steady in rough seas.

We are in a time of no little 
wonderment about how to go forward 
as Church. We have had far too many 
experiences of leadership that did not 

let the Holy Spirit teach and remind 
them how to tend Christ’s lambs. The 
Amazing Parish ideas that we continue 
to explore bring hope to some, and 
worry to others. Our parish Pastoral 
Council reviewed again last winter the 
good that some of the Amazing Parish 
initiatives offer for meeting the spiritual 
needs of Catholics who have become 
disconnected from our faith community. 
You will soon see invitations to apply to 
be part of re-establishing the Amazing 
Parish Leadership Team. We hope 
this will again be a means for the Holy 
Spirit help us let Christ lead us today 
and keep us anchored in our 
Catholic faith. 

You might feel called to apply for this 
opportunity to dedicate time, prayer 
and leadership to parish life. Do pray 
about it when you see the invitation! I 
trust you are praying regularly for your 
parish leaders! That is not optional; it is 
fundamental to your Baptism! 

From May 26 to July 4, I will be away 
but not on vacation from Church. I will 
be at Creighton University to receive 
“teaching and reminding” from the 
Church for my role of Spiritual Director 

for our Loras College seminarians. 
While directing 14 men from various 
seminaries, I will work with seasoned 
Directors so my efforts can be shaped 
by their experience. I will appreciate 
your prayers and, as always, will be 
praying for our parish families. Fr. 
Paul, Fr. David, your parish staff and 
leadership will make sure I’m not 
missed. There will be new faces on our 
parish staff when I return. Enjoy the 
experience of the Holy Spirit each one 
will be and bring!

Church leadership is not an 
individual thing. Nor is Church 
membership!  Jesus left us as a Body 
and community in which to provide the 
Holy Spirit’s teaching and reminding. 
Parish life as a whole is where we 
receive that. Some happens in adult 
formation opportunities; have you 
ever attended one? Much happens in 
committee and parish-event work; are 
you part of one? It always happens at 
Mass! So don’t take a weekly—much 
less summer—vacation from the 
Eucharist!
Fr. Tom
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLOSING MASS

On May 1, Religious Education students 
and catechists from across the city 
came together for a closing Mass at St. 
Raphael Cathedral.

Thanks to all RE catechists, students 
and families for another great year!

Ann Sirianni is joining the St. Joseph 
the Worker staff as Religious Education 
Coordinator. Her duties will include 
overseeing K-8 faith formation,  
sacrament prep for First Reconciliation 
and First Eucharist, Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word and Vacation Bible School. 
With Carol Lavenz’s retirement, Ann 
will also oversee Adult Faith Formation 
and RCIA.

Ann comes with over 30 years 
of experience in faith formation for 
children and adults. Originally from 
LaCrosse, WI, Ann graduated from St. 
John’s University with a BA in Theology 
and a Master’s in Pastoral Ministry. Ann 
looks forward to helping SJTW families 
learn about and grow in their faith.

Lizz Parsons is joining the SJTW staff 
as Youth Ministry Coordinator. She 
will oversee youth and high school 
formation at St. Joseph the Worker as 

well as Confirmation at both SJTW and 
St. Columbkille.

Lizz comes to us from Rockford, IL, 
and recently graduated from Loras 
with a degree in Religious Studies. She 
has been a Totus Tuus missionary and 
has taught RE here at St. Joseph the 
Worker for the past couple of years. 
She is excited to help the youth of our 
parish get energized about their faith!

Alice Noethe will be a shared Pastoral 
Care Coordinator for St. Columbkille 
and St. Joseph the Worker Parishes.  
Alice looks forward to sharing in this 
ministry of care with you all as together 
we embrace the love of Jesus within 
our community.

Alice Noethe
Coordinator of 
Pastoral Care

Ann Sirianni
Coordinator of 
Religious Education

Lizz Parsons
Coordinator of 
Youth Ministry

WELCOME, ANN!

WELCOME, LIZZ!

WELCOME, ALICE!
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On May 14, students from St. Joseph 
the Worker and St. Columbkille 
celebrated the sacrament of 
Confirmation with Fr. Tom filling in for 
Archbishop Jackels. Congratulations 
to these students and their families! 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
them in their formation and preparation 
for this sacrament!

CONFIRMATION
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We have exciting news in regard to 
Octoberfest. We are going to try a new 
approach with our festival this year 
by not having it in the fall. Rather, the 
parish festival has moved to April 26, 
2020. Due to the change of seasons 
the festival committee has renamed 
Octoberfest to be SpringFest.

Our hope is that a spring festival will 
bring new ideas, new activities and 

more children’s events. Our crafters 
are working on lots of spring and 
summer ideas they are excited to share 
with all of us. We’re also looking at 
different silent auction ideas including 
vacations or summer events. We’re 
working on a possible plant sale as 
well as many other new ideas you will 
hear about in the coming months.

Please support us in this new 
festival plan. It is our hope that this 
date change and the exciting new 
opportunities it offers will help make 
the parish festival more successful than 
it has ever been.

Jon Lucas is the Chair for this 
upcoming event. If you would like to 

get involved, contact Jon at  
jjlucas00@yahoo.com. You can also 
contact Kerry Rogers at 
k.rogers@dbqarch.org or call the 
Parish Office at 563-588-1433.

Kerry Rogers
k.rogers@dbqarch.org

OCTOBERFEST IS NOW SPRINGFEST!

FIRST EUCHARIST

Twenty-four students received their 
First Eucharist in May! Congratulations 
to these students!

Special thanks to their parents, 
teachers and catechists who were all 
part of the preparation process! They 
couldn’t have done it without you!

SPECIAL 
EDITION

April 26, 2020



With grateful hearts, the parish staff 
says goodbye to Julie Hill who has 
been the Coordinator of Children’s 
Faith Formation for the past 5 years.  
She has been our steady leader of 
the religious education program, 
our behind-the scenes caretaker of 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, our 
joyful overseer of the sacramental 
preparation process for First 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist, 
and our energetic spearhead of the 
summer Vacation Bible School.

While Dubuque has 
been home for Julie, 
her husband Steve, 
and their two boys for 
over 20 years, Julie has 
always remained a loyal 
and dedicated fan of 
her beloved St. Louis 

Cardinals baseball team! She proudly 
stands with the few who cheer for the 
redbirds!

We appreciate the passion and 
creativity that she brought to work with 
her and offer our prayers for God’s 
blessings in her new ministry on the 
Pastoral Care Team at Mount Saint 
Francis!
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FAREWELL TO CAROL LAVENZ

I love the Catholic faith 
and cherish my time at St. 
Joseph the worker, but with 
everything there is a season 
and so it is the time for me 
to retire a second time; 

first from teaching theology at Wahlert 
Catholic for 28 years and now from 
working as your Adult Faith Formation 
Coordinator. I need to move away from 
computer strain and safeguard some 
vision issues that are presently stable. 

I will continue Night Novena (as a 
volunteer) from 5:30-6:00pm and Walk 
in the Word from 6:00-6:30pm each 

Monday in Mary’s Corner on the Lower 
Level of the Parish Center for 18 weeks 
starting Monday, November 3, 2019. I 
invite you to join me for prayer, gospel 
conversation, decaf coffee, soda and 
chocolate.  

I am a sentimental person, so I will 
write this! 

It has been a privilege and honor to 
work at SJTW. You are such good, holy 
and kind people who I will dearly miss! 
I especially thank Fr. Gabriel Anderson 
for inviting me to work here 3 years 
ago, Fr. Tom McDermott, Fr. Paul Attah-
Nsiah, Fr. Dave Schatz, Deacon Bill 
Biver and Deacon Travis King for their 
loyal, faithful service, and all the staff 
who made each day a celebration.  
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you.
In Christ,
Carol

Thank you, Carol!

Thank you, Julie!

FAREWELL TO JULIE HILL

I’m writing to give you all exciting and 
sad news. I have been accepted into 
a Masters of Social Work program 
and will be pursuing graduate school 
full time starting the Fall of 2019. This 
means I will not be returning to SJTW 
as your youth minister after this fiscal 
year. I have enjoyed getting know the 
bright and funny youth at this parish. 
Thank you for your warm welcome 
when I arrived, I will not forget it! 
Please pray for me as I begin this new 
journey, thank you!
Sincerely,
Emma

Written by: 
Carol Maas
c.maas@dbqarch.org

Thank you, Emma!
e.schopp@dbqarch.org

FAREWELL TO EMMA

THANK YOU, BILL!

You may have heard that I am retiring. 
I am retiring in the sense that I have 
resigned from the paid staff position 
of Pastoral Care Coordinator at St. 
Joseph the Worker in which I’ve been 
employed since Dec. 31, 2013.

However, as an ordained deacon 
still assigned by Archbishop Jackels 
to serve at both St. Columbkille and 
SJTW, I will continue to provide unpaid 
diaconal ministry in both parishes.

I have highly appreciated the 
opportunity to serve SJTW as a 
paid staff member. I look forward to 
continuing as a member of the staff of 
both parishes in a more conventional 
role as deacon.
With sincere gratitude,
Deacon Bill Biver

Thank you, 
Deacon Bill!
dbq061d@dbqarch.org
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FATHER PAUL MARKS 25 YEARS AS A PRIEST

Joyfully celebrating his 25 years as a 
priest, Fr. Paul Attah-Nsiah is happy 
to share with his “Home parishes,” 
St. Columbkille’s and St. Joseph the 
Worker, in giving thanks to God for the 
abundant blessings of his life. Born 
in 1963 in a small town called Ejisu-
Besease, in Ghana, Father was one of 
nine children who lived a most humble 
life with his mother, who raised the 
children alone after his dad’s death 
in 1972, when Fr. Paul was just nine. 
Many graces accompanied the large 
family beginning with Father’s mother 
raising the children Catholic as his 
father wished, even though she herself 
was Methodist. As they became young 
men, the expectation and responsibility 
for the boys in his family was to assist 
all the other children (and relatives) 
continue their education. It was no 
small effort, and without his family’s 
blessing (for several years), that Father 
Paul persevered in following the call he 
felt God had given him.

Many years of education in Rome, 
Canada and Ghana led to Fr. Paul’s 
receiving his doctorate in Canon Law 
from the Pontifical Lateran University in 
Rome, Masters and Licentiate degrees 
in Canon Law from Ottawa University 
and St. Paul University in Ottawa, 
Canada, as well as Religion and 
Sociology in his undergraduate studies 
in Ghana.

Fr. Paul has enjoyed many pastoral 
assignments over his 25 years, all of 
which have allowed him to share and 
expand his knowledge of and love for 
his faith in Jesus Christ through the 
people he has encountered. Whether 
as a seminary formation director, 
administrator, pastor, vicar, or now 
as an Associate Pastor at St. Joseph 
the Worker and St. Columbkille’s, 
while also assisting as a judge for the 

Archdiocesan Tribunal in Dubuque, 
Iowa, Fr. Paul’s love for people and 
joy in living the Gospel have brought 
him great fulfillment as a priest and 
unworthy servant to God’s people.  
Experiencing the broad spectrum 
of Church throughout the world and 
coming to understand how culture 
impacts faith’s practice have become 
significant teachers and an immense 
blessing.

Fr. Paul’s personal mission, from the 
time he understood his own family’s 
plight, has been to improve Catholic 
Education in Ghana for everyone by 
establishing schools. Notable among 
them: St. Mary Girls Senior High School 
at Konongo and an ultramodern Senior 
High school, student population of 
800, at Mamponteng, called Our Lady 
of Grace Senior High School with 
funding support coming from Our Lady 
of Grace Parish in Edina, Minnesota. It 
is Father’s hope now to inspire people 
to assist him in providing seed money 
to construct a new elementary school 
replacing the dilapidated building 
which he himself attended some 
50 years ago.  (A new school costs 
approximately $300,000.)  Brick by 
brick, it will be a great gift and blessing 
just to begin. Catholic Education is 
the best vehicle for deepening faith, 
diminishing poverty and forming 
individuals who can become strong 
moral leaders for their people.

Fr. Paul invites everyone to share 
with him this mile marker on his 
journey.  Please pray for his continued 
service to God and God’s people.  If 
possible, join him after Mass to help 
him celebrate. Thank you in advance 
for any support you can offer toward 
assisting in the education of children in 
his homeland.

Father Paul 
Attah-Nsiah
dbq062ap@dbqarch.org

Father Paul’s 
Silver Jubilee Goals
Father Paul has a suggested list of 
things he wishes to accomplish as he 
celebrates his silver jubilee.

Needs

• Connecting with his 82-year-
old mother by visiting her in 
Ghana and celebrating a Mass of 
Thanksgiving there.

• Contributing to building a much-
needed new school building for 
the grade school he attended. The 
school will help children learn well 
and diminish the poverty in their 
community. The new school costs 
approximately $300,000. 

Wants

• Visiting the Holy Land in Israel at 
some point in the next couple of 
years.

If you would like to contribute, you 
can make a check out to St. Joseph 
the Worker and put “Fr. Paul’s School 
Rebuild” on the Memo line. Call the 
Parish Office at 563-588-1433 for more 
information.

Jubilee Celebration
Fr. Paul will celebrate Masses of 
Thanksgiving the weekend of 
July 13-14. You are welcome to join him 
in Martin Hall after Mass to help him 
celebrate! RSVP by calling the Parish 
Office at 563-588-1433. Or contact 
Fr. Paul directly at 563-495-1076 or 
dbq062ap@dbqarch.org.

The current school building



Put Me In, Coach!
Join us Saturday, Jun. 1, after the 5:00 Mass for an evening 
of food and fun! The picnic dinner will include grilled 
burgers and hot dogs provided by the parish, while those 
who attend are asked to bring a dish to share. Outdoor 
games on the upper parking lot as well as the school 
playground (or in the gym, in case of inclement weather) 
will provide entertainment before settling in for a showing 
of the movie Sandlot. Don’t forget a blanket or lawn chairs 
to sit on for dinner...and your bug spray! 

The St. Louis Cardinals and the Chicago Cubs will also be 
playing each other that evening! Support the team of your 
choice by wearing team attire, and cheer them on as we 
get periodic updates of the score throughout the night! 

To help us prepare the right amount of food, please 
RSVP to the parish office (563-588-1433).
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PARISH FUN NIGHT LOOKING AHEAD

Jun. 1: Parish Fun Night — Put Me In, Coach!
Jun. 9: Pentecost
Jun. 16: The Most Holy Trinity
Jun. 23: The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ
Jul. 4: Independence Day, Parish Office Closed
Jul. 5: Parish Office Closed
Jul. 8-12: Vacation Bible School
Jul. 13-14: Fr. Paul’s 25th Anniversary of Ordination
Jul. 14: VBS performs at the 11:00 Mass
Aug. 15: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
  Mass at 8:00am & 8:00am
Sept. 2: Labor Day, Mass at 8:00am, Parish Office Closed
Sept. 3: Treasure Luncheon
Sept. 11: RE Classes Begin
Oct. 1: Treasure Luncheon
Nov. 5: Treasure Luncheon

Summer Office Hours 
Memorial Day - Labor Day 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00am-4:00pm 
Friday: 8:00am-1:00pm
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